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INTRODUCTION

Telugu literature is enriched by several types of
literary genres. Sataka, or a century poem, iS one among
them. As the name suggests, it is a poem consisting of one
hundred verses, each of which is independent and has its own
theme. Such independent verses are called muktakas.

Satakas are found in Sanskrit, Kannada, and other
languages, but in Telugu, they are among the most popular
literary forms and exist in thousands. This genre has an
interesting history in Telugu, as it has been widely used by
poets to exhibit their creativity and skill in composing verses
in one or two metres.

Certain conventions are followed while composing a
century poem. Although Sataka literally means a hundred,
poets do not necessarily limit themselves to exactly one
hundred verses. A Sataka may contain one hundred and eight
or one hundred and sixteen verses. Each verse typically ends
with a refrain—either one or two words, or sometimes the
fourth line—which is repeated throughout the work. Because
of this structural feature, a Sataka is usually composed in a
single metre or in two closely related metres.

Generally, century poems are classified into three
categories: Bhakti, Niti, and Sringara Satakas. Bhartrihari is
well known for these three types. The same classification
applies to Telugu Satakas as well. In addition to these,
Telugu literature includes many other types such as satirical,
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historical, philosophical, and descriptive Satakas. Some
Satakas also take the form of treatises, narratives, or
descriptive works.

The history of Telugu Satakas includes elements of
humour, satire, and didacticism. Composing a Sataka was
often considered a test of a poet’s ability to create metrical
compositions, sometimes even instantaneously. It was also
used as a criterion for gaining entry into a king’s court. The
tradition of composing one hundred verses extempore has
long been valued in Telugu literary culture, and such displays
of skill continue among scholars even today.

Satakas in general, and Bhakti Satakas in particular,
express personal experiences and innermost feelings. They
reflect the author’s personality, lifestyle, scholarship, and
social consciousness.

Sataka literature in Telugu has a long history of over
eight hundred years. It is believed that Mallikarjuna
Panditaradhya (12th century CE) composed a Sataka with the
refrain “Srigiri Mallikarjuna,” although the work is no longer
available. Among the earliest extant Satakas are
Yathavakkula Annamayya’s Sarveswara Satakamu and
Palkuriki  Somanatha’s  Vrishadhipa Satakamu, both
belonging to the thirteenth century. Sumati Satakamu,
probably composed by a Jaina poet named Sumati, may be
the earliest extant Telugu Sataka. This highly popular
didactic work is believed to have been composed in the
twelfth century. Hundreds of other Satakas, spanning various
categories, have been composed over the centuries and
continue to be written by both emerging poets and
established scholars.
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Bhaskara Sataka

Bhaskara Sataka is one of the most popular century
poems in Telugu. The text itself does not indicate the name of
the author. Traditionally, it is attributed to Maarada
Venkayya of the seventeenth century. There are several oral
accounts about the author; although they lack historical
authenticity, they highlight the distinctive nature of the
Sataka.

One such story speaks of the sons of a Brahmin who
approached King Bhaskara to resolve a dispute over their
inheritance. The king asked them to compose a poem, but
they expressed their inability to do so. He then instructed
them to return with at least a century poem. The brothers
agreed to collaborate: the elder brother composed the first
part of each verse, while the younger brother completed it
with the refrain “Bhaskara.”

This and similar stories appear to be based on the
stylistic features of the verses. Each verse is carefully
structured in two parts: the first presents a general statement,
often in the form of advice or a moral, while the second
supports it with illustrative references, typically drawn from
the great epics and Puranas. It is likely that such stories were
later constructed to explain this distinctive structure.

According to another account, the author fell ill and
recovered by the grace of the Sun. In gratitude, he composed
the Bhaskara Sataka. The title recalls the famous Surya
Sataka of Mayura; however, both the theme and presentation
of Bhaskara Sataka are entirely different.

The Bhaskara Sataka of Maarada Venkayya is
composed in two closely related metres, namely Utpalamala
and Champakamala. These are syllable-based metres of
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Sanskrit origin that are widely used in Telugu and Kannada.
However, they are not found in classical Sanskrit literary
works or standard treatises on prosody. Only one or two
Champakamala vrttas—referred to as Saarasa or
Champakaavali—are occasionally mentioned in Sanskrit
sources.
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Bhaskara!

O my Guru, acclaimed by all ascetics!

People go to the wealthy with great effort,
From distant places, enduring every difficulty.
Is it not because of the presence of gems

that all rivers flow into the ocean.
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Bhaskara!

A woman is not to be trausted.

She will ruin even strong men who resist her,
Using every trick.

In the past, Chitrangi,

With her cunning and unfathomable arguments,
Caused the wise Sarangadhara to be punished,

Having his limbs cut off.
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Bhaskara!

When it is needed,

It is only natural that relatives help each other

with friendly nature.

Is it not natural that carts are carried on boats in water,

And boats are carried on carts on land?
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Bhaskara!

Not knowing the needs of a mendicant,

If anyone drives him away out of greed,

The god of Dharma will not grant him anything.
If a calf is not allowed to drink milk,

How can the enraged cow give milk?

10
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Bhaskara!

A greedy person without merit,
Whether he has food or not,
Does not relish or eat.

Even after acquiring wealth,

He believes his body and possessions are permanent.

Even when rivers overflow with water,

A dog licks and chews in its own way.

11
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Bhaskara!

When a king shows love to his people

At the proper time, they offer him wealth when asked.
But if the people are oppressed, the king gains
nothing.

For milk must be drawn gently from cows—

Not by cutting the udder.
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Bhaskara!

Even a man who is not a sinner

Will be humiliated and ruined

In the company of a worthless person.
This, in any case, is the truth:

In association with iron,

Fire too is harassed by the hammer.

13
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Bhaskara!

If a man of incredible merit

Receives a little from his friend with love,

He repays doubly well.

When Kuchela offered a handful of flattened rice,

Krishna bestowed upon him abundant fortune.?

14
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Bhaskara!

If the king is brilliant,

Even servants of weak character

Will be inspired to take up work.

The man of virtue, Rama, fulfilled his task
By slaying demons,

Crossing the ocean

With the support of monkeys.’
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Bhaskara!

If a man, showing no concern or love,
Displays his strength

And harms people of noble character,
He ruins himself.

The demon Hiranyakasipu.
Tormented the righteous Prahlada,

But in the end, met his own destruction.*

16



Py SBSEw

11.

805 08 IJBDHBD $BEN0NS Q) TPIHS
5 Boash) sy 05950 00skgeedo B8 Thend
EreotiBEN ? SPENEITROS Seic mrensd’) 20
PESNETEZ0 IDMTESm KrEEasn) gP)oe.

Bhaskara!

Whatever be the skill,

One must have a helpful companion;
Without one, there is no prosperity.
Even pure gold does not shine

Without contact with borax.

17
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Bhaskara!

Shunning greed for money,

People long for the arrival of a good king,

A true protector.

As the chakora bird waits for the rising moon
And drinks its light.”

18
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Bhaskara!

A man, however great he may be in this world,
Becomes a wanderer in the land

If he loses the mercy of God.

In ancient times, Prince Rama, though noble,
Roamed the forests,

Living only on unripe fruits and leaves.

19
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Bhaskara!

Even a man of deep compassion

Speaks harshly when the situation demands—
Yet it yields good results.

A cloud thunders before it rains,

Only to serve the world.
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Bhaskara!

Even if one is extremely harmful,

A man of great merit remains ever helpful.
This is the truth.

Even when churned with a stick,

Curd still yields butter in abundance.

21
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Bhaskara!

If, thinking himself powerful,

A man covets another’s faithful wife,
It leads to his destruction.

When ten-headed Ravana desired Sita,
He lost his heads—

And with them, his companions and servants.

22
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Bhaskara!

If fortune smiles upon a man,

He gains unexpected blessings.

When gods and demons strove together,
Vishnu appeared, taking for himself

Lovely Lakshmi and the Kaustubha gem.®

23
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Bhaskara!

Even when a virtuous man is humble in his actions,
A wicked person remains destructive by nature.
Cloth worth a hundred gold coins

Is spoiled when torn

By a small, poisonous moth .

24
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Bhaskara!

Whatever the effort, one gains nothing

without fortune.

It is true—

When demons and gods churned the milky ocean,
they laboured together;

yet did all of them taste the nectar?’
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Bhaskara!

A wicked person ever harms others;

never does he intend even the smallest good.
The plant louse feeds upon the leaf—

does it ever water the plant to make it bloom

with flowers and fruit?
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Bhaskara!

How can a foolish man truly understand
the noble deeds of the virtuous,

even after long acquaintance?

The ladle that moves through the curry

never knows its taste.
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Bhaskara!

When fortune smiles, everything shines.
When fortune fades,

all brightness fades with it.

When the glowing fire dies,

only charcoal remains.
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Bhaskara!

Whatever effort he may make,

can a mean man enjoy life

like one blessed with merit?

How can a jackal's cub

taste the rich flesh from the forehead
of an elephant

unless a lion has slain it?

29
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Bhaskara!

The unworthy seek the company

of the unworthy.

They turn away from the noble.

A fly delights in filth—

it settles on a festering wound.

Will it ever choose the fragrant musk
adorning the forehead?

30
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Bhaskara!

What use is right knowledge?

A little fortune alone can win abundant praise.
Rocks know nothing—

yet, when carved into the image of God,

people bow and worship.
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Bhaskaral

One resolute, strong man can set all things right.
Countless Kauravas seized cows with force

Yet Arjuna, alone, defeated them,

shaming them with his arrows.®
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Bhaskara!

One who commits wicked deeds,

defying all customs,

will fall away from kin and kind.

Vibhishana left Ravana who was blinded by desire

Joined Rama, and was crowned.

33



Py SBSEw

28.

BRI 0HE VesBBysin <Heph $9) Shis&o
BT DBBeXPDODE BB, 578 Aocore
AEE Bencodhe Segothisc €38 A8
BN 1) w0zt HOK B8 0rE g oe.
Bhaskara!

When past deeds close in and guide one’s path,
None can escape their consequence.

Who hung the bat upside down from the tree?

It is bound by its own doing.

34
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Bhaskara!

When fate turns against a man,

Even favour from others brings no fortune.
Dasaratha wished it,

Vasishtha ordained it—

Yet was Rama ever crowned then?
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Bhaskara!

Trust a wicked man, draw near to him

and ruin follows.

When bait lies hidden within a trap,

the bandicoot, deceived, walks into its end.
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Bhaskara!

Even if one is the son of a great king and is
knowledgeable,

it may not suit him. How is this?

Vinayaka, the son of Mahesa, is a treasure of all
learning;

yet, as he has the face of an elephant,

he could not get married.

37
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Bhaskara!

If a man acquires desired wealth and keeps it for
himself,

not giving to the needy,

what is its use?

It does not matter whether

the bitter Musini tree dries up or bears fruit.
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Bhaskara!

Even if one wishes to hide somewhere,

the past deeds of a person will bring about downfall.
In the past, Parikshit hid himself

in the upper portion of a house,

but he was killed by a cruel serpent.’
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Bhaskara!

In a family, only one strong and virtuous person
emerges;

this does not happen very often.

Umbrella-like stalks are found only in some trees—

is it possible to see such things in every tree?
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Bhaskara!

If kings with cruel minds are served,

even good people become corrupted.

Great rivers like Gautami, though sweet in water,
turn salty, losing their original taste

when they merge with the ocean.
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Bhaskara!

If fate decides the place of death,

death occurs only in that destined place.
Sudraka wished to die in the holy Kasi,
removed his kneecap, and stayed there.
But God created a horse that took him
to a distant place and killed him.*
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Bhaskara!

If a person has great strength,

no harm comes to him from others;

his own strength harms him.

A tank filled to the brim with water

will burst, creating holes in its embankment,

even if the tank is strong.

43
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Bhaskara!

For a great man who wishes to accomplish his work,
pleading with a mean person is not a fault.

At the time of Krishna’s birth,

as part of a plan, Vasudeva

caught hold of the legs of a donkey."
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Bhaskara!

If a great man is ruined,

his poverty is relieved by a good king.
But many mean persons

never care for such a man.

If a large tank dries up,

it is filled by rain from a cloud, not by

hundreds of drops of snow.
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Bhaskara!

O God, whose lotus feet are worshipped by yogis!
If the grace of Siva is lacking,

even a great person loses all charm

and is compelled to serve a lowly person.

This is not foolishness.

In ancient times, Harischandra

served Virabahu—is it not true?*?
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Bhaskara!

Even a man of great strength

may suffer at the hands of a mean fellow
because of fate.

Even the noblest elephant, in all its might,
endures the harsh words

and the blows of its driver.

47
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Bhaskara!

Even if one possesses vast learning,

if it lacks aesthetic taste,

that learning is of no value.

No wise person appreciates such knowledge.
Even a well-prepared dish without salt—
how can it be tasty?
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Bhaskara!

Even a man of bad character, though born in a sacred
lineage,

may be elevated by a virtuous person

because of his noble birth.

The deadly poison that emerged from the Ocean of
Milk

was taken by Siva

and held in his throat.*®
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Bhaskara!

When a strong and wise man offers advice,

one who ignores it will perish.

When Krishna suggested granting land to the Pandavas,
Duryodhana refused

and brought ruin upon himself.**
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Bhaskara!

Even if a bad deed is skillfully concealed,
it will one day be revealed.

When copper is coated with gold,

its true nature eventually becomes visible to all.
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Bhaskara!

Fighting with a rival without knowing his strength
yields no result.

He will never win; this is true.

Is there any use if a ram boldly strikes a hill on earth?
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Bhaskara!
It is better not to have contact with a wicked person
without knowing his nature.

If you try to advise him, he will get offended and cause

harm.

If boiling oil falls on a drop of water, it blazes fiercely.
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Bhaskara!

One who seeks fame does not care for profits.
He will do something that benefits people.
Adisesha inhales air with his thousand hoods
and always carries the heavy weight of the earth,

though he does not gain any benefit from it.
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Bhaskara!

If anyone is not fortunate,

there is no benefit in others having wealth.

How can a man without eyesight see the moonlight?
It is possible only for those who have eyes to see.
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Bhaskara!

If a great man does good to an ungrateful person
with so much patience,

the goodness leads to harm.

If a baby shake is fostered by giving it milk,

does it lose the poison in its fangs?
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Bhaskara!

A wise man follows right and wrong with patience;
he does not transgress uprightness.

Can a man having no skill perform it?

The Hamsa bird separates milk and water—

is it possible for a cat to do it with ability?
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Bhaskara!

If anyone undertakes some unknown task,

he can take the help of a wise man and fulfill his wish.
If anyone wants to have a tilak on the forehead,

a mirror is needed to apply it correctly.’®
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Bhaskara!

If a man of capability is not in the house,
even if a hundred thousand things arrive,
they disappear in no time; this is true.

If floodwater fills a tank with a breach,

how can the water remain in the tank?
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Bhaskara!

If an unwise man, having no intention of charity,
gains money or loses it,

there is no use, as he remains the same.

What is the difference for a blind man

whether it is midnight or midday?
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Bhaskara!

If a charitable person wants to donate,

he does so even if he has no capacity.

He will do it by borrowing from somewhere.
The cloud goes to the ocean to bring water

and gives it to the needy people.
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Bhaskara!

A man who is not interested in charity

will lose all his wealth in no time.

The fruits of the silk-cotton tree become useless

as the cotton is blown away by the wind.
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Bhaskara!

When one becomes poor and is not able to sustain
oneself,

it is not a fault if one begs for food.

Even the five Pandavas, when they lost their lustre,

lived by alms along with Kunti at Ekachakrapuri.*®
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Bhaskara!

If a man has no ability to speak skillfully,

a wise man shows compassion and does not rebuke
him.

If a child goes in the wrong way,

the child will be caressed and not punished.
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Bhaskara!

If a wise man enlightens a person who is on the wrong
path,

it is not taken properly, as that person wishes to ruin
himself.

Ravana, a man of wicked deeds,

did not heed the advice of Vibhishana,

as calamity was chasing him.
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Bhaskara!

However great one may be,

when he becomes poor,

he gains strength only with the help of others.
Even fire, when it becomes weak,

must be fed with firewood and

blown upon to make it flare up.
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Bhaskara!

If learned men are in a low position,

it does not harm them,

even if a mean fellow rises to a high position.
When a monkey is on the top of a tree,

will not Gandabherunda, the rutting elephant,

and the lion stand beneath the tree in groups?*’
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Bhaskara!

If anyone shows arrogance and abuses great men,

he will ruin everything and lose his life.

Unnecessary troubles arise.

When Daksha insulted Shiva and arranged a sacrifice,

it led to his catastrophe.®®
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Bhaskara!

If one wishes to help others,

one undertakes even difficult tasks

and wins the admiration of the people.

In days of old, when stones rained from the sky,
Krishna lifted a mountain on a single finger

like an umbrella to shelter the cattle and the people.
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Bhaskara!

A mean fellow speaks harsh words,

but a man of merit does not speak such words.

A pot partly filled with water shakes,

but a pot completely filled with water does not shake.
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Bhaskara!

A good man speaks only good words repeatedly.

He does not speak harsh words.

Even if he speaks harshly on occasion, it is not harmful.
Even if a cloud comes coolly and pours hailstones,

those stones melt into cool water very soon.
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Bhaskara!

A sinner with a shining body will have a bad character
within;

he is not to be believed.

A wild bitter melon is smooth outside,

but how can the bitterness inside perish?
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Bhaskara!

If anyone is unfortunate,

no one likes to interact with him,

irrespective of his nature.

When a flower withers and loses its fragrance,

no one likes to touch it.
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Bhaskara!

Even if a meritorious person of good character
looks ugly in physical appearance,

wise men hold him in high esteem.

Even if dates have many wrinkles,

people buy them because they are very sweet.
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Bhaskara!

Giving a high position to a low-profile person

and a mean position to a high-profile person is not fair.
Eating with the left hand and

cleaning the anus with the right hand

is not proper. Does it make any sense?
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Bhaskara!

If the king is meritorious,

even if the benefits are limited,

wise men desire to serve such a king.

Whatever may be the shining nature of moonlight,

chakora birds desire to enjoy its coolness.
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Bhaskara!

One who shines with merits helps others

even while facing difficulties.

He will not entertain any evil thoughts.

A piece of sandalwood emits fragrance while losing its
shape

only to make human beings happy.
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Bhaskara!

Even a fortunate man, while losing strength,
cannot retain his grandeur; this is certain.
Arjuna, who conquered Siva and others,

could not stop the hunter men

when they carried away the wives of Sri Krishna,

and he failed to show his prowess.*
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Bhaskara!

If one is strong, relatives help him.

When he loses strength, the same people become foes.
When fire breaks out in a forest, the wind assists it;

if it is a small lamp, the same wind extinguishes it.
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Bhaskara!

Even if there are one hundred useless persons in an
assembly

It does not shine if a strong and good king makes his
presence.

Even if there are ten million stars

there will not be moonlight to dispel darkness

if there is no moon present there.
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Bhaskara!

If anyone gives birth to mighty sons

he would fulfill his wishes, it is true

The victorious Arjuna showed his strength
Brought the divine elephant and fulfilled

The ceremonial wish of his mother, Kunti.?
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Bhaskara!

The celestial beings praised by the people
might have performed extraordinary deeds
Human beings should not follow them.
Agasthya held all oceans inside his cheek.
That was greatness of the ascetic.

Others cannot do the same feat.”*
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Bhaskara!

If a king does not have the will to decide
No use in having clever ministers.

As there were efficient people like

Drona, Bheeshma, Kripa and other warriors

could not associate in the deeds of Kaurava king.?
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Bhaskara!

Even a man of great strength

Should not be egoistic of his valour

It is not fair to get carried away like this,
A great warrior Arjuna could not even

brace the bow in the absence of Krishna.?®
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Bhaskara!

Useless fellows may have any number of wealthy
relatives.

They still remain in poverty, as they are not fortunate.
Lakshmi, who compassionately gives wealth to people,

gives nothing to her own sister, Jyesthadevi.**

85



P8 88K 86

80. 0B &5 IPBEE 3008 rHEstyEcae SRS
SHeSocth ahendinid $Hgin Loy Tresdore
BEIDITIXEENHCBN) ByarsBIBHaHENnS
SINEONOT (5823 HIPCARIT O L g8, 0.

Bhaskara!

A man of merit will not abandon anyone who takes
refuge in him,

even if he is a mean fellow.

Dharmaraja brought a dog into a divine sky-chariot

while the deities watched him.?
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Bhaskara!

One with self-respect cannot tolerate others' insulting
words,

even when it leads to death.

When Duryodhana was under water,

hearing harsh words, he came out, fought,

and died at the hands of Bhima.”®
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Bhaskara!

A king cannot conquer his foes
unless he knows their secrets.
Rama, an expert in archery,
could defeat the demon Ravana
only when Vibhishana revealed

the secret of his brother's navel %’
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Bhaskara!

When someone is engaged in good work,
a mean fellow may oppose it,

but the useful work does not stop.

When a person is having a good meal,

does he stop eating if a fly sits on the food?

89



P8 88K 90

84.

500 DS Be0EETOITC KENTIKS HoiF
BAEBoh B 508 $0FD SmbgRc
SR8 )8 SEERIBC BordEPerg heso
G Trwc @l SIVEIE S E5wEE gryoe.

Bhaskara!

If a senseless man follows his wife's words,
he will surely ruin himself.

As Dasaratha listened to his wife,

he was separated from his son Rama

and died of grief.
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Bhaskara!

Unrighteous deeds committed in a previous birth
make one suffer in the next birth.

Raghava killed Vali

and was later born as Krishna,

who was killed by a hunter's arrow.
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Bhaskara!

Princes respect those with aesthetic sense
and do not give refuge to fools.

People prefer a speaking parrot as a pet,

not a crow.
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Bhaskara!

A man of good character

should not associate with wicked persons.
They will mock him and oppose him.
When crows gather and make harsh sounds,

they chase away a cuckoo.
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Bhaskara!

One should not attempt impossible deeds
by trusting a weak-minded, greedy man.
It leads to disaster.

An old wicker boat cannot carry

a man safely in deep waters.
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Bhaskara!

If someone is unfortunate,

he gains nothing even if he serves a great man
sincerely.

The royal Hamsa bird carries Brahma

but gains nothing and feeds only on lotus stalks.
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Bhaskara!

Even if a father is of bad character,

a son can become fortunate through merit.
A tiny banyan seed grows into a huge tree

full of branches.
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Bhaskara!

A tiger gives birth to several cubs every year,
while a cow gives birth to only one calf.

Yet, over time, tiger families diminish,

while cow families flourish.

This shows the power of righteousness.
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Bhaskara!

Association with cruel people is not advisable.

If it is unavoidable, it should be kept to a minimum.
Slaked lime must be used carefully;

when used excessively with betel leaves,

it causes blisters on the tongue.
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Bhaskara!

If wealth comes only through learning,
how can anyone succeed without fortune?
One may try to grow ears,

but can one thereby obtain ear ornaments?
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Bhaskara!

If a meritorious person loses his wealth,

he can regain his former glory in due course.

The moon loses all its light on the new-moon day.
As it offers its day-by-day light to the deities,

it regains all its glory on the full-moon day.
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Bhaskara!

A meritorious person who is highly respected

may sometimes face difficulties,

but they soon pass away.

The blemishless moon may be swallowed by Rahu,

yet it regains its original form very soon.?®
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Bhaskara!

An able person may sometimes lose his glory,
but he does not hesitate to help others.

The mighty Bhima killed Bakasura

in Ekachakrapura and rescued

the lives of Brahmins.?®
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Bhaskara!

One who has pleasing manners

may possess a bad quality,

but he listens to the advice of a friend
and changes his attitude.

Muddy water becomes clear

when jilla seed is used.

103



Py SBSEw 104

98.

QB ArHeaceni©eeasndro NS R joiwoddino
BeohHis TPATKRE TADHEHH S*EBe0
Beor8b0en PN ©82)0Pondcsc HAYG
$Bcadandc BEI SnSoandcdive Hy ek

Bhaskara!

A clever person with a compassionate nature

will have people approaching him with affection,
even when he is in distress.

When sugarcane is crushed and thrown on the ground,

ants gather around the pulp.



P8 88K 105

99. BATELGSe $:50,888)8 B Heoo
HOKHod LureHedic FIE TRE; SePOJC T
FELENEPS odEme KoN80RE Fores
SED Ko F6) SHAHHEHS Lo P50,

Bhaskara!

In the company of well-known and wise people,
a fool cannot learn good manners merely by
association.

A crane may live in the same lake as a Hamsa,
but how can the crane learn

to walk like the Hamsa?
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Bhaskara!

Even a strong man, after leaving his own place,
may face trouble from an inferior person.

The mighty elephant, after coming out of the forest,
entered the water

and was seized by a crocodile.
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Bhaskara!

Helping a rich person is of little use;
helping a poor person is truly beneficial.
If a cloud rains over the sea,

its water is wasted.

If it rains on a dry field,

it brings benefit.
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Notes

1. This reflects the mindset of pre-modern poets toward women
in general. It is reminiscent of Shakespeare’s words in
Hamlet: “Frailty, thy name is woman!” The story of
Sarangadhara is a popular ballad in Telugu and Kannada.
Chitrangi, the stepmother of Sarangadhara, attempts to
seduce her stepson. When he rejects her lust, she falsely
accuses him before her aged hushand, leading to
Sarangadhara’s cruel punishment.

2. This is a story from the Bhagavatam, where Krishna’s
childhood friend offered him wilted, parched, flattened rice
and, in return, received great wealth.

3. This refers to the story of the Ramayana, where Anjaneya
and others helped Rama cross the ocean to reach Ravana’s
Lanka.

4. This is a story from the Bhagavata, where Hiranyakasipu
tortures his son Prahlada, who was a devotee of Vishnu, and
is ultimately killed by Narasimha.

5. According to a poetic convention, an imaginary bird, the
chakora, drinks moonlight.

6. This refers to a story in Indian mythology where gods and
demons churned the Milk Ocean, and many things appeared
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as a result of the churning. Vishnu was fortunate to obtain
Lakshmi and the Kaustubha gem.

7. In the story of the churning of the Milky Ocean, the demons
participated and toiled but were not given the nectar that
appeared after the churning.

8. This is an episode in the Virata Parva of the Mahabharata,
where the Kauravas seize cows, and Arjuna recovers them
by defeating the Kauravas.

9. In Mahabharata, Parikshit was cursed by an ascetic that he
would be killed by a serpent. Parikshit tries to escape by
staying in the upper portion of a house made for the purpose
in sea waters. But, he was killed by a serpent at last.

10. It refers to a story of Sudraka who wished to die in Kasi but
the fate decided that he should die elsewhere.

11. This is a famous incident from the Bhagavata. At the time of
Krishna’s birth, his father, Vasudeva, held a donkey’s legs to
prevent it from making noise, lest the guards learn of
Krishna’s birth and inform Kamsa, who was ready to kill
him.

12.  This refers to the story of Harischandra, a famous
mythological king who, because of a curse, served Virabahu.

13. In the story of the churning of the Milky Ocean, a deadly
poison emerged. Lord Shiva consumed it and held it in his
throat.
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14.  This episode is from the Mahabharata.

15. Attilak is a decorative mark traditionally worn by Hindus on
the forehead.

16. In the Mahabharata, the Pandavas were driven out of the
capital by the Kauravas and were forced to live on alms.

17. Gandabherunda is a mythical bird of immense strength.

18. This refers to the story of Daksha, Shiva’s father-in-law.
When Daksha’s daughter immolated herself in the sacrificial
fire, Shiva created Veerabhadra, who killed Daksha.

19. According to a traditional story, after the demise of Sri
Krishna, hunters forcibly carried away Krishna’s wives.
Arjuna was unable to stop them.

20. This episode is from the Mahabharata.

21.  According to the Puranas, the sage Agastya held all oceans
inside his cheek.

22.  This episode is from the Mahabharata.

23.  In the Mahabharata, Arjuna depended on Krishna for almost
everything. After Krishna’s demise, he became helpless.

24.  Jyeshthadevi, the symbolic goddess of poverty, is said to be
the sister of Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth. However, this
relationship does not alter the position of Jyeshthadevi.
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25. This refers to the final journey of the Pandavas in the
Mahabharata, during which a dog also accompanied them.

26. This refers to the final mace duel between Bhima and
Duryodhana in the Mahabharata.

27.  This episode is from the Ramayana.

28. There is a belief that a lunar eclipse occurs when the demon
Rahu swallows the Moon.

29. This episode is from the Mahabharata.

30. The second verse refers to the well-known story from the
Bhagavata Purana, in which the elephant king Gajendra is
caught by a crocodile and is ultimately rescued by Vishnu.
This illustrates how even the mighty can become vulnerable.



Py SBSEw 112



